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ACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP BY NATURALISATION 
IN THE EUROPEAN UNION -1993 
In 1993, the European Union had 11.6 million residents who did not possess the citizenship of any of the 15 
Member States. 
The number of naturalisations increased steeply between 1990 and 1993: a million people acquired the 
nationality of one or other of the 15 Member States by naturalisation. Most of them were of Moroccan, Turkish, 
and former-Yugoslav origin. 
During those four years 140 500 people who were already citizens of one Member State acquired the citizenship 
of another Member State. 
France was the Member State which naturalised the greatest number of people between 1990 and 1993 
(233 000), followed by the United Kingdom (218 000), the Benelux countries (204 000), Germany (129 000) and 
Sweden (116 000). 
The Netherlands and Sweden have the highest ratios of naturalisations to their resident non-national population. 
Naturalisations doubled in number 
between 1981 and 1993 
The number of naturalisations in the fifteen Member 
States of the European Union almost doubled between 
1981 and 1993, exceeding 290 000 in both 1992 and 
1993. This upward trend has not been a regular rise each 
year. 
The increase in naturalisations recorded since the be­
ginning of the 1990s (see Figure 1 ) has been due essen­
tially to a doubling of their number in just three countries: 
Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands. 
Two peaks in the number of naturalisations were observ­
able in 1985 and 1989. These were the result mainly of 
changes in the law in Belgium and the United Kingdom 
respectively. 
Overall there has been a decrease in the number of EU 
citizens acquiring the citizenship of another EU Member 
State, a fall of two­thirds since 1981. Moreover, whilst 
such naturalisations represented a quarter of the total in 
1981, by 1993 they accounted for only 9%. 
Figure 1: 
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The gradual increase in long-term immigration over the 
years has expanded the pool of people who may wish to 
seek naturalisation. Meanwhile, relaxation of certain 
countries' rules for acquisition of nationality has led to 
short but sharp rises in the number of naturalisations 
(See Table 1). 
In the United Kingdom the effects of a law passed in 1981 
became visible only in 1989. The British Nationality Act 
offered certain population groups the possibility of ac­
quiring British citizenship, on condition that application 
was made before 31 December 1988. In consequence, 
some 300 000 extra applications were submitted in 1987 
and 1988, resulting in an increase of 60 000 naturalisa­
tions in 1989 once the applications had been examined. 
After 1989, the number of naturalisations returned to its 
previous level. 
In Belgium, the Netherlands and Denmark, the effects of 
changes in the respective law became visible in the 
number of naturalisations in the year in which the law 
took effect. Since 1992, moreover, it has been possible 
in the Netherlands forthose acquiring Dutch nationality 
to retain their nationality of origin. This led to a rise in the 
number of naturalisations in 1992 and again in 1993. 
In Spain in 1987 and 1988, an upsurge occurred in the 
number of naturalisations concerning mostly non-EU 
citizens. 
In the countries with a low number of naturalisations, 
there has been no significant increase over the past 
decade. 
Table 1: 
Naturalisations, 1980 -1993 

































































































































































Turks, Moroccans and former Yugoslavs 
account for most naturalisations 
The nationalities which accounted for most EU naturali-
sations in 1993 were Turkish (43 000 naturalisations) 
and Moroccan (31 000). 
Amongst EU citizens, the Portuguese were the most 
numerous 6 500 to seek another EU citizenship. Most 
of them, 80%, acquired French ci t izenship 
(See Table 2). 
The nationalities acquired generally reflect the numbers 
of non-national population, e.g. 
- Virtually all Europe's Surinamese are resident in the 
Netherlands. 99% of naturalised Surinamese ac-
quired Dutch citizenship; 
- Algerian, Tunisian and Portuguese migrants live 
mainly in France. French citizenship was acquired by 
88% of the Algerians, 80% of the Portuguese and 68% 
of the Tunisians who were naturalised; 
- Moroccans are present in significant numbers in sev-
eral Member States, including France, the Nether-
lands, Belgium and Germany. Their naturalisation 
rates do to some extent reflect their presence in those 
countries. 
There are exceptions, however. Certain groups of 
citizens highly represented in certain countries do not 
habitually acquire citizenship (e.g. Filipinos in Italy, 
Iranians in Germany). The explanation seems to be 
simply that these are both recent waves of immigration, 
which have taken place within the past ten years. This is 
also the case for citizens of the former Yugoslavia, 
whose arrival is too recent yet to be reflected in natura-
lisation figures. 
Of the Turkish citizens in the EU, almost three-quarters 
are resident in Germany. However, more have acquired 
Dutch citizenship (42%) than German (28%). 
Although more than 400 000 United States citizens lived 
in Europe in 1993, very few had acquired the citizenship 
of any Member State. Vietnamese, on the other hand, 
had a high proportion of naturalisations in every country 
for which data are available. 
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No breakdown by previous nationality is available for the 288 minor children who acquired Luxembourg nationality at the same time as their parents. 
Belgium and Luxembourg. 
3 Surinam, Caribbean, Guyanese. Paraguayan. 
4 United States and Canada. 
The countries presented in this table were selected for each country on the basis of the relative numbers of naturalisations according 
to previous citizenship. 
Wà 
Table 2: Naturalisations by previous citizenship -1993 
















































































































































































































































































































Unknown / Not specified 
Table 3: 
Percentage of non-national population obtaining citizenship by naturalisation (%) 
Mean of naturalisations (1991 - 1993) in relation to the total number of 
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Sweden: 7% of the non-national resident 
population naturalised in 1993 
In 1993 it was Sweden and the Netherlands which 
naturalised the largest part of their non-national resident 
population, with 7% and 5% respectively. Naturalisa­
tions, like births, add to the total of citizens. In the 
Netherlands naturalisations represented a fifth of the 
total of births, and in Sweden, more than a third (see 
Table 3). 
This significant trend towards naturalisation is percep­
tible in all groups of residents in each of these two 
countries, regardless of nationality of origin. It is also 
apparent, though to a lesser degree, in Denmark, United 
Kingdom and Norway. 
In France and Germany, traditionally countries of desti­
nation for migrant workers, the rates of naturalisation for 
the most numerous groups (Algerian, Moroccan and 
Portuguese in France, Turkish in Germany) remain low. 
Eül 
Table 3: 
Percentage of non-national population obtaining citizenship by naturalisation (%) 
Mean of naturalisations (1991 - 1993) in relation to the total number of 





























































































































































































Naturalisations of other EU citizens: 
downward trend 
There has been a steady fall since 1981 in the number 
of citizens of one EU Member State obtaining the nation­
ality of another by naturalisation (see Figure 2). 
In France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Austria and Italy 
the share of EU nationals in the total of naturalisations 
has declined, due not only to the rising number of natu­
ralisations of non­EU nationals, but also to the decline in 
the naturalisation of EU nationals. The only exception is 
Germany, where there has been no fall in the number of 
naturalisations of EU citizens. 
In 1992 there was a wave of Italian applications for 
Belgian nationality, the result of a change in the law on 
the treatment of the second and third generations, for 
whom the acquisition of Belgian citizenship became little 
more than a formality. 
The proportion of EU citizens acquiring Swiss citizenship 
remained high: in 1993 half of those naturalised Swiss 
were previously nationals of one or another EU Member 
State. Year in, year out, Italians account for at least a 
third of those. 
Figure 2: 
Naturalisations by country 
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Slow changes in the naturalisation of 
Asians 
Most naturalisations of Asians and Africans (other than 
from the Maghreb) in 1993 occurred in the United King-
dom, France, Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands 
(see Figure 3). 
Except in the case of Africans naturalised in France, 
naturalisations of members of these two major groups 
changed little between 1981 and 1993. The figure for 
naturalisation of Asians in the United Kingdom has al-
ways been high, and has oscillated between 12 000 and 
35 000 during these 13 years, but over the long term the 
rate is stable. The corresponding figures for Africans 
(other than from the Maghreb) ranged from 6 000 to 
11 000. 
There has been a sharp rise in the number of Asians 
naturalised in Sweden, most of them having arrived as 
refugees. This development has not been observed 
elsewhere. 
Naturalisations of Moroccans and Turks have increased 
substantially in certain countries during the period under 
review. This rise is not new in the case of Moroccans and 
is visible in the countries most concerned, but naturali-
sations of Turkish citizens was limited until 1990 and 
then climbed steeply, principally in the Netherlands and 
Germany, and to a lesser extent in Belgium and Sweden. 
Figure 3: 
Naturalisations of major groups 
Africa 1 
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Principal conditions governing acquisi-
tion of the nationality of the Member 
States of the European Union 
Belgium 
Constitution (Articles 810, 64, 69, 74, 97, 104 and 191) 
and the Belgian Citizenship Code established by the Law 
of 28 June 1984, most recently amended by the Law of 
6 August 1993 
- Facilitated access to Belgian citizenship for foreigners 
of the second generation (virtually automatic) and 
third generation (automatic); 
- Possibility of acquiring citizenship after five years' 
residence; 
- Minimum three years of marriage required before the 
foreign spouse of a Belgian may acquire Belgian 
nationality. 
Denmark 
Consolidated Law No 457 of 17 June 1991 on the 
acquisition of Danish citizenship 
- Danish citizenship is acquired by birth, by adoption 
(under certain conditions), by declaration (under cer-
tain conditions) and by naturalisation in accordance 
with the Constitution, normally after seven years' 
residence; 
- Danish citizenship is not acquired by marriage. The 
equality of the sexes is relected in the rules for natu-
ralisation. 
Germany 
Law on Citizenship of 22 July 1913, and Law of 29 July 
1990 amending the law on aliens 
- German citizenship is acquired by descent, and aliens 
can only therefore acquire German citizenship by 
naturalisation. Specific provisions in the law exist for 
younger aliens (age, eight years' continuous 
residence, schooling) and other non-Germans (formal 
application, loss or renunciation of former citizenship, 
minimum of 15 years' de jure residence). 
Greece 
Law No 1438/84, as amended by Law No 2130/93; 
Decree-Law 3370/55, which constitute the Hellenic 
Citizenship Code; Constitution of 1975/1986, Article 
4.13 and 166.1) 
- Equality of citizens before the law, and of men and 
women; 
- Combined application of jus sanguinis and jus soli; 
- Hellenic citizenship may be acquired by declaration 
on fulfilling certain conditions (formal declaration, 
minimum eight years' residence). 
Spain 
Constitution of 1978 (Article 11); Civil Code Title 1 (Ar-
ticles 1726); Law No 15 of 23 December 1993 and Law 
No 18 of 17 December 1990 
- A combination of yus sanguinis and yus soli: in addition 
to the children of a Spanish father or mother, children 
born on Spanish territory are deemed to be Spanish 
if either parent was born in Spain or if their descent is 
unclear; 
- Spanish citizenship is acquired by marriage under 
certain conditions; 
- Citizenship may be granted under certain conditions: 
10 years' residence (excluding certain cases), hon-
ourability, and adaptation to Spanish society. 
France 
Civil Code (Articles 1733.2) and Decree 93/1362 of 30 
December 1993 
- Combined application of yus sanguinis and yus soli; 
- No distinction between the sexes in application of the 
laws on nationality; 
- French citizenship may be acquired by declaration 
(and cannot be refused if the conditions in law for an 
application, e.g. birth on French territory, or marriage 
to a French national, are met), or by official decision 
(under stated conditions, including age, a minimum of 
five years' residence, assimilation into the French 
community, and a clean criminal record). 
Italy 
Law No 91 of 5 February 1992, plus Decree No 572 of 
12 October 1993 
- Jus sanguinis, combined with the principle of equality 
of men and women; 
- Italian citizenship may be acquired by descent, by 
birth on Italian territory, or voluntarily by declaration, 
by marriage, (after six months' de jure residence or 
after three years' marriage) or by naturalisation, as a 
rule after a minimum 10 years' de jure residence. 
Luxembourg 
Constitution (Articles 9 and 10); Law on Luxembourg 
citizenship of 22 February 1968, most recently amended 
on 11 December 1986 
- Jus sanguinis applies, jus soli applying only inciden-
tally; 
- Equal treatment of men and women; 
- Previous citizenship must be forfeit if Luxembourg 
nationality is acquired. 
10 
Netherlands 
Law of 19 December 1984, as amended by the Law of 
12 December 1992 
- Jus sanguinis, plus yus soli for the third generation; 
- Equal treatment of men and women; 
- Right to naturalisation provided certain conditions are 
met, including minimum five years' residence. 
Austria 
Law on Citizenship of 1985 (BGB1. 311/1985) 
- Citizenship by descent, with the principle of equality 
of men and women. Austrian nationality may be ac-
quired from either parent, from an unmarried mother, 
or by legitimation if the father is Austrian; 
- Personal independence of spouses, in particular by 
the right in law to acquire Austrian nationality by 
marriage, and also less strict conditions for naturali-
sation; 
- Austrian citizenship may be acquired by birth, by 
legitimation or by naturalisation, as a rule after 10 
years' residence. 
Portugal 
Law No 37 of 3 October 1981, amended by Law No 25 
of 19 August 1994 and Decree-Law No 253 of 20 Oc-
tober 1994 
- Jus sanguinis, with a statement of intent in the case 
of children born abroad, plus yus soli for children born 
in Portugal of Portuguese parents and foreign parents 
if they have been habitually resident for not less than 
six and ten years respectively; 
- Citizenship is not acquired automatically on marriage. 
Finland 
Constitution (94/19: Articles 4 and 31); Law No 401/68 
on Citizenship as amended by Law No 584/84; Decree 
No 699/85 on Citizenship 
- Jus sanguinis takes precedence over jus solf, 
- Finnish citizenship may be acquired by marriage, by 
declaration or on application after five years' 
residence; 
- Finnish citizenship may be accorded to an alien on 
application, as a rule on condition that the alien na-
tionality is renounced within a stated time-limit. 
Sweden 
Law SFS 1984/682 of 10 July 1984 amending Law 
1950/382 on nationality 
- Single governing principle for citizenship: an individ-
ual wishing to obtain Swedish citizenship by naturali-
sation must, after a minimum five years' residence, 
provide documentary proof of loss of the previous 
nationality. 
United Kingdom 
British Citizenship Act, 1981 and subsequent minor 
amendments 
- A combination of yus sanguinis and jus soli: a child 
bom in the United Kingdom is deemed British if either 
parent is British or resident in the United Kingdom; 
- Equal treatment of men and women; 
- Independence of spouses: citizenship is neither ac-
quired nor lost automatically on marriage, but the 
spouse of a British subject may be naturalised under 
simplified conditions; 
- British citizenship may be acquired by naturalisation 
under certain conditions five years' regular prior 
residence, intention to adopt domicile or permanent 
residence in the United Kingdom. 
The data 
Eurostat collects annual data on naturalisations accord-
ing to previous citizenship. The series cover the years 
1980 -1993 and 19 countries: the 15 Member States of 
the European Union, the other countries of the EEA, and 
Switzerland. 
Abbreviations and symbols 
EU or EUR15: the 15 Member States of the European 
Union, comprising: Belgium (B), Denmark (DK), Ger-
many (D), Greece (GR), Spain (E), France (F), Ireland 
(IRL), Italy (I), Luxembourg (L), the Netherlands (NL), 
Austria (A), Portugal (P), Finland (FIN), Sweden (S) and 
United Kingdom (UK). 
EEA: the European Economic Area, comprising EUR15 
plus Iceland (IS), Liechtenstein (FL) and Norway (N). 
* Eurostat estimate 
: Data not available 
-Zero 
0 Less than half of the unit used 
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